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SYNOPSIS

Deep in the remote forest of Dumnonia, in the farthest south-western corner of Britain, an ancient evil is stirring.  It is a time of lurking treachery and shifting loyalties, in a wild and perilous land.  The Romans are long gone, and petty warlords struggle for advantage.  

From the grim fortress of Damorak, the rapacious Queen Malkyna seeks to cast her devilish net of magic over all, a creeping black evil that blights all it touches.  And through her son, the infamous giant Blunderbore, she terrifies the local peasantry with tales of his blood-curdling ways.  But even the greatest evil has its little problems.  In truth, Blunder is as gentle as he is large - and he is vegetarian, a sore disappointment to his mother.

Yet even in this darkest of ages there is a beacon of hope.  In Camelot resides King Arthur, the great Pendragon, and his Knights of the Round Table, an oasis of authority and good rule in the midst of chaos.  But even Arthur is not unassailable;  the threat from the west increases when he discovers that Malkyna plans to join forces with the enigmatic King Mark of Cornwall, an alliance that would pose a real danger to Arthur’s rule.

Meantime, Princess Isolde of Lyonesse is travelling from her island home to Camelot in order to wed King Leodegrance of Cameliard, Arthur’s close friend and long-time ally.  When she is kidnapped by Malkyna’s forces, a chain of events is unleashed that will have far-reaching consequences for all concerned:  and especially for a certain woodsman’s son.

His name is Jack, and he lives with his parents, Cedric and Alice, in a small hut in the small woods, beyond the grim limits of the Great Forest.  Now 17, he dreams of a world beyond the woods, of knights and damsels and great deeds.  When an old woman offers him a handful of golden beans for the family cow, the ingenuous youth accepts, little realising what disasters will follow.  For the old woman is Malkyna, and the beans bring forth a huge beanstalk.  Lost in the fringes of the forest, Jack witnesses the kidnap of the fair Isolde but is powerless to assist her.

And in this world, nothing is quite what it seems.  

Ultimately, the forces of good and evil do battle at Damorak, and Jack discovers the secret of his birth.  
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