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The LADY OF PASTON








The year is 1469.  Margaret Paston is besieged in Caister Castle, Norfolk, by the Duke of Norfolk’s troops.  Alone in her room, she reminisces on her life, her family and the circumstances which have led to her current predicament, as she waits and hopes for rescue by her son, Sir John Paston, at present at Court in London.





The Pastons inherited Caister Castle from Sir John Fastolf (usually considered the prototype for Shakespeare’s Falstaff) but there were doubts about the legality of the Will.  It was a turbulent age, the era of the Wars of the Roses, and the Pastons’ fortunes were inextricably linked with those of the Yorkist faction led by King Edward IV.





The play seeks to present a glimpse of 15th Century life and is based on actual letters which passed between the Pastons and their friends and patrons.












